
Debate development
This document explains the different parts of a MUN debate, how 
they work and the appropriate protocol to follow.

Mini speeches. Delegates should explain their country’s position in a brief speech no longer

than 2 minutes. They should emphasize the relation of the country regarding the committee’s

topic as well as giving examples of actions taken to tackle it. The delegate shall explain the

ideas that will defend and refer to possible solutions taking into account the real interests of

the country. At the end of the speech, points of information will be entertained in order to

ask questions to the speaker.
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Unmoderated caucus. After listening to all the introductory speeches, delegates can make a

motion to move into an unmoderated caucus to start an informal debate where standing and

moving around is allowed. They should compare their clauses, modify them if necessary and

reach agreements to obtain at least 4 supporters to present a clause. Clauses, which need to

contain specific proposals, shall be given to the chairs by the submitter.
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Clause debate. All clauses should be debated (one by one) with their respective

amendments proposing changes or improvements to the clause. This is the structure:

Presentation speech. The clause submitter should read it and explain its positive effects

to the committee. The arguments presented should be convincing and appealing to the

rest of the countries. Points of information will be entertained.

Speeches in favour or against. Any delegate can take the floor to deliver a speech

defending or confronting the clause. Points of information will be entertained.

Amendments. Whilst a clause is being debated, delegates should send note papers, find

alliances and present amendments partially changing the content of the clause. This is

how amendment debates develop:

Presentation speech delivered and amendment read by the submitter.

Speeches in favour or against the amendment with points of information.

Voting the amendment. A simple majority is required for it to pass.
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Voting the clause. When there are no delegates left willing to deliver speeches in favour or

against, all amendments have been debated and there are no petitions for unmoderated

caucuses in order to reach agreements and write new amendments, voting procedures will

start if there is a motion to move into voting procedure. Clauses will be approved with a

simple majority of the committee and will be added to the final resolution. Once a clause has

passed (or failed), a new one is debated with its respective amendments.
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