
What are amendments?
This document will help you understand the purpose of amendments 
in an MUN debate and how to write and use them.

1. Introduction

In a Model United Nations debate, some clauses may need to be addressed more

specifically on certain topics and delegates differing from the proposals expressed

might want to introduce changes. In order to specify, improve or eliminate part of a

clause, amendments shall be presented. Amendments are changes a delegate makes

to a clause in order to add information, retrieve information, modify the clause or

improve it. They are small changes which affect a bigger clause.

2. Usage

An amendment is not a closed concept in an MUN. Amendments serve to a variety of

purposes: they may be used to modify certain words or expressions in order to make

the clause more easy to understand or to prevent a possible offence to a community.

They may also be used to add subclauses to the general clause, including specific

information on how to deliver certain actions mentioned on the clause. They can also

be used to erase a subclause if it is in any country’s interest to do so or if it includes

unnecessary or offensive information.

Subclauses can also be erased if there is a better option to deliver the action

mentioned on the clause. Amendments, however, may not be used to explain the

reasons why proposing a clause at any time. Amendments are part of a clause, and

thus, they are reduced to the purely executive area of the resolution. Reasons and

motivations may be expressed at the speech but not included in the clause.

3. Presentation and debate

To present an amendment, there are certain procedures which need to be followed.

An amendment needs to be written down in an official amendment sheet to present

it. The paper then needs to be given to the chairs during a pause or unmoderated

caucus. This can also be done by giving it to a staff member who will deliver it to the

chairs of the committee. Once the amendment has been read, the chairs will ask the

delegate proposing it to give a speech introducing the amendment, which will be

followed by points of information.

After the introductory speech, speeches in favor and against will be entertained with

their respective points of information. After all the speeches, the committee will move

into the vote of the amendment, which will be applied to the clause debated if a

simple majority of the committee votes in favor of it.
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4. Example

This is an example on how amendments can be used to modify a clause in an

invented situation. Ireland presents this clause, that contains some mistakes.

Suggests the implementation of English as official language for the UN because it is a

language with more than 400 million speakers in the entire world, either as a native or

a second language. The committee encourages all countries to take measures to

promote English in education such as but not limited to:

a) taking daily English lessons in every school

b) stablishing a good level of English as a requirement to become a teacher
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Republic of Ireland

United Kingdom, United States, Canada and Philippines

While the delegate of Ireland delivers a speech presenting the clause, the delegate of

Norway has detected that his country agrees with the content of the clause, but he

thinks that could be improved. He writes an amendment aiming to eliminate all the

argumentation (because that shouldn’t be in a clause) and also wants to introduce

more specific measures to promote the use of English (the original clause was too

vague and could be improved). He wants to change sub-clause a) because he finds it

too difficult to achieve, specify the meaning of a “good level of English” and add

another measure to promote the use of English.

Kingdom of Norway

Clause number 3, submitted by Ireland

Suggests the implementation of English as official language for the UN because it is a

language with more than 400 million speakers in the entire world, either as a native or

a second language. The committee encourages all countries to take measures to

promote English in education such as but not limited to:

a) taking daily weekly English lessons in every school

b) stablishing a good level of English C1 as a requirement to become a teacher

c) introducing one book in English as a compulsory yearly read
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