
What are operative clauses?
This document will help you understand the purpose of operative 
clauses in an MUN debate and how to write them.

1. Introduction

In a Model United Nations debate, resolutions are the final text containing the

measures that a committee proposes to solve the topic on debate. They are several

pages long and contain all the specific actions that will be taken as a consequence of

having been voted and approved. Resolutions are formed by specific measures called

operative clauses, which need to be written using a specific format.

2. Requirements

Every country wants the final resolution to be as close as possible to its own

perspectives and to include its proposals and therefore tries to convince other

countries to vote in favour of its clauses. In order for a clause to be presented, the

submitter needs 4 countries to sign it. This doesn’t necessarily mean to agree with

the content of the clause, the other countries just need to be in favour of debating

about it.

3. Presentation and debate

Once a clause has been written and given to the chairs, a clause debate starts with a

brief speech given by the submitter in which the clause is presented. Delegates

should try to convince the committee to vote in favour of their clause. After that,

other countries can speak in favour or against the clause and amendments partially

changing the content of the clause can be submitted. Finally, clauses are voted and if

they have a majority of votes in favour, they are added to the final resolution.

4. Vocabulary: operative phrases

All operative clauses must start with one of the expressions below to meet the formal

requirements of a MUN:

Strongly / fully / deeply / also / further…

• Accepts

• Acknowledges

• Advises

• Calls for

• Congratulates

• Considers

• Decides

• Declares

• Demands

• Emphasizes

• Encourages

• Invites

• Notes

• Recommends

• Requests

• Suggests

• Urges

• Welcomes
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5. Example

This is an example of a very complete clause that tackles the issue of illegal diamond

exploitation and the jewellery black market. The clause contains subclauses (a, b, c

and d) which further specify some aspects.

Suggests the creation of an online database with all the relevant Non Governmental 

Organizations (NGOs) which can be used to monitor the rough diamonds 

transportation internationally as well as domestically to organize the information and 

forms collected throughout the importing and exporting process by: 

a) using serial numbers and other relevant information such as origin, carat weight 

and grade 

a) considering mining targets and mining capacities from diamond exporting 

states

b) verifying that import/export statistics are compatible with each other thereby 

allowing for the recognition of sources of illegal diamond trade

c) providing mechanisms for small diamond mining and refining companies to 

receive low interest loans from local enterprises thereby providing them the with 

the means to adopt, access, register with, and update the database; 
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