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OHCHR Study Guide  

1. Background  

 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that access to education is an indispensable 
human right, and as a global society, we all have the right to exercise it. A versatile fully-rounded 
human being is the one who has had the right to education. This appliance allows the 
incorporation of poor people into society. Furthermore, the gender gap for girls and women 
decreases. Hence, a UN study showed that each year of schooling reduces the probability of 
infant mortality by 5 to 10 per cent. But obviously, for this human right to work and be globally 
accessible, we need to achieve equality of opportunity. 

 
When we talk about the right to education, we are referring to more than one topic. On one 
hand, primary education, which is compulsory and universal; secondary education, generally 
available, and both progressively free; and higher education, accessible to any individual. And 
on the other hand, professional training opportunities, equality teaching and supplies for 
teachers and, last but not least, freedom of choice.  

 
Regarding article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, all human beings have the 
recognition of accessibility to education. It should be free and compulsory while including 
elementary and fundamental stages. It shall promote understanding, tolerance and friendship 
among all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall further the activities of the United Nations 
for the maintenance of peace. Moreover, parents have a prior right to choose the kind of 
education given to their children. 

 
The importance of this right is reflected in many aspects. The most admirable South African 
lawyer and politician Nelson Mandela, after overcoming the opposition to the political principles 
of his country, he received the Nobel Peace Prize and succeeded as the final president of 
SouthAfrica. He once said; “Education is the most powerful weapon that you can use to change 
the world”. The reason for a man that arrived at that point and has been such an idol to most of 
us till this day, has to be of big importance. We could consider this quote an act of motivation 
and self-impulsion regarding the issue of education. 

 
Focussing on human rights for women, gender Equality was made part of international human 
rights law by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which was adopted by the UN General 
Assembly on 10 December 1948. That milestone document in the history of human rights 
recognized that “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights” and that 
“everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without 
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, … birth or other status.” 

 
As the international feminist movement began to gain momentum during the 1970s, the General 
Assembly declared 1975 as the International Women’s Year and organized the first World 
Conference on Women, held in Mexico City. At the urging of the Conference, it subsequently 
declared the years 1976-1985 as the UN Decade for Women, and established a Voluntary Fund 
for Decade. 
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In 1979, the General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of  
 
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), which is often described as an International Bill of 
Rights for Women. In its 30 articles, the Convention explicitly defines discrimination against 
women and sets up an agenda for national action to end such discrimination. The Convention 
targets culture and tradition as influential forces shaping gender roles and family relations, and 
it is the first human rights treaty to affirm the reproductive rights of women. 

 
Five years after the Mexico City conference, a Second World Conference on Women was held in 
Copenhagen in 1980. The resulting Programme of Action called for stronger national measures 
to ensure women's ownership and control of property, as well as improvements in women's 
rights with respect to inheritance, child custody and loss of nationality. 

 

2. Current situation 

 
Two centuries ago, approximately only 12% of the world’s population was literate but this 
situation has improved considerably, nowadays, 4 out of 5 are able to read and write, and the 
global estimates of literacy and school attendance are above 80%. Still, there are huge 
inequalities and people who are not guaranteed one of the most basic rights.  

 
About 258 million children and youth are out of school from which 59 million are of primary 
school age, 62 million of lower secondary and 138 million of upper secondary, ending in 2018. 
Regarding this data, not only a large number of children do not have the minimum education, 
but there is also a large percentage that do not get to have higher studies, thus reducing job 
opportunities and / or living standards. 

 
In education and literacy, one of the clearest and biggest inequalities is between men and 
women. In 2018, between all adults (15 years and older) reported not being able to read and 
write, two-thirds of them (64%) were women. Not to mention there is also a great difference in 
the school enrolment rates between men and women which increases from primary school to 
higher education drastically. 

 
Moreover, the inequality between world regions lasts on being massive. While in European and 
Central Asian countries illiteracy is around 1.5%, South Asia goes on 27.1% or what is more a 
34.7% in Sub-Saharan African countries. These facts make it clear that education is not a priority 
for less developed countries due to the fact that they do not have enough resources. 

 

Also, the situation according to violence against women is kind of a pandemic affecting all 
countries, even those that have made laudable progress in other areas. Worldwide, 35 per cent 
of women have experienced either physical and/or sexual intimate partner violence or non-
partner sexual violence. 
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3. Main Issues 

 
Despite of the fact this committee is focused in human rights concerning gender equality, 
around the world there are several issues related to human rights, such as:  

 
- Gender Inequality in 

· Education and Literacy 
· Laboral world 
· Social protection  

- Inequalities between Developed and Developing Countries  
- Child Labour preventing from Education  
- War Tensions preventing from Education  
- Lack of Resources (Materials, teachers, schools, etc…)  
- School Safety  
- Government Funding  
- Demand for innovative Policies 
 

 

 
4. Principal goals in women’s rights 

 
The United Nations has set to prinicipal goals for a sustainable development in women’s rights: 

• 4.1 Equality and empowerment 

The United Nations is now focusing its global development work on the recently-
developed 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Women have a critical role 
to play in all of the SDGs, with many targets specifically recognizing women’s 
equality and empowerment as both the objective, and as part of the solution. 

  

  

  
According to goal 5, to "Achieve gender equality and empower all women and 
girls" is known as the stand-alone gender goal, because it is dedicated to achieving 
these ends. Deep legal and legislative changes are needed to ensure women’s 
rights around the world. While a record 143 countries guaranteed equality 
between men and women in their Constitutions by 2014, another 52 had not 
taken this step.  
Stark gender disparities remain in economic and political realms. While there has 
been some progress over the decades, on average women in the labour market 
still earn 20 per cent less than men globally. As of 2021, only 25 per cent of all 
national parliamentarians were female, a slow rise from 11.3 per cent in 1995. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-and-the-sdgs
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/women-and-the-sdgs
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• 4.2 Eliminating Violence Against Women 

The UN system continues to give particular attention to the issue of violence 
against women. The 1993 General Assembly Declaration on the Elimination of 
Violence against Women contained “a clear and comprehensive definition of 
violence against women and a clear statement of the rights to be applied to 
ensure the elimination of violence against women in all its forms”. It represented 
“a commitment by States in respect of their responsibilities, and a commitment 
by the international community at large to the elimination of violence against 
women”. 
In September 2017, the European Union and the United Nations joined forces to 
launch the Spotlight Initiative, a global, multi-year initiative that focuses on 
eliminating all forms of violence against women and girls. 
The International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women is observed 
on 25 November. 

5. Important bloc positions 

 
Developed Countries: Countries with high literacy rates, high school enrolment rates and most 
important, with enough resources are mostly willing to help to improve the situation globally. 
These will be countries such as the USA, France, Germany, Sweden, Finland, etc.  

 
Underdeveloped Countries: In this case, countries with extremely high illiteracy rates, lack of 
accessibility to education and obviously, not enough economic resources to ensure this right to 
their citizens. These regions will have to encourage the rest to help them in order to make a 
better world and achieve equality of opportunity. Examples could be countries such as Niger, 
Chad, Burkina Faso, Afghanistan, etc.  

 
 
6. Possible solutions 

 
- Attract the best candidates to teaching; During the elementary grades, professional teachers 
would be really useful to accomplish more productivity while giving lessons. Therefore, 
governments should invest in improving access to quality secondary education to enlarge the 
pool of good teacher candidates. 

 
- Train teachers to meet the needs of all children; Before teachers enter the classrooms, they 
should undergo good quality pre-service teacher education programmes and they need training 
so as to develop and strengthen their teaching skills and to be able to adapt to changes.  

 
- Establishing laws which ensure education until the age of 16 (for example).  

 
- Building school centers or offering new material to underdeveloped countries.  
 
 
 

https://www.un.org/en/spotlight-initiative/index.shtml
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- Get teachers to where they are needed most; Students who live in rural or disadvantaged areas 
don’t have less right to undergo education. Although teachers prefer ideal conditions, they must 
be deployed to more needed regions. Good housing and support in the form of professional 
development opportunities should be used to encourage trained teachers to accept positions 
like this.  

 
- Equip teachers with innovative curricula to improve learning; It’s essential for teachers to be 
able to adapt to the current abilities of each group of students. The proposed activities must 
focus on the skills and qualifications of the learners. 

 

 

 
6. Helpful Websites 

 
https://en.unesco.org/news/what-you-need-know-about-right-education 
https://www.ohchr.org/SP/Issues/Education/SREducation/Pages/SREducationIndex.aspx 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/education/documents 
https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/ 
https://ourworldindata.org/literacy https://gemreportunesco.wordpress.com/2014/04/11/10-
steps-for-solving-the-globallearning-crisis/ https://ourworldindata.org/literacy 
HQ Homepage | UN Women 

Gender Equality | United Nations 

csw-gender-equality-in-education.pdf (odu.edu) 
 

https://en.unesco.org/news/what-you-need-know-about-right-education
https://en.unesco.org/news/what-you-need-know-about-right-education
https://en.unesco.org/news/what-you-need-know-about-right-education
https://en.unesco.org/news/what-you-need-know-about-right-education
https://en.unesco.org/news/what-you-need-know-about-right-education
https://en.unesco.org/news/what-you-need-know-about-right-education
https://ourworldindata.org/literacy
https://www.unwomen.org/en
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/gender-equality
https://www.odu.edu/content/dam/odu/offices/mun/docs/csw-gender-equality-in-education.pdf

