
Committee: SC (Security Council)

Topic: “Preventing the rise of dictatorial/authoritarian regimes that suppose a threat to international security

and/or their own citizens.
Ensuring that crimes against humanity and war crimes are not committed during armed conflicts.”
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

SC Study Guide

1. About SC:

The United Nations Security Council is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations, it’s main

function is to ensure peace and security around the world and avoid any armed conflict. The SC is the

most important committee in the UN as all the decisions they make influence directly on other

countries and committees. The Security Council fosters negotiations, imposes sanctions, and

authorizes the use of force, including the deployment of peacekeeping missions.

When the Council considers a threat to international peace, it first explores ways to settle the dispute

peacefully. It may suggest principles to the parties for a peaceful settlement, appoint special

representatives, ask the Secretary-General to use his good offices, or undertake investigation and

mediation. It has developed and refined the use of non-military measures including arms embargoes,

travel banks, and restrictions to guard against the exploitation of natural resources to fuel conflicts,

as well as taking a lead role in the coordination of international counter-terrorism efforts. In the

event that a dispute has erupted into armed conflict, the Council tries to secure a ceasefire. It may

send a peacekeeping mission to help the parties maintain the truce and to keep opposing forces

apart.

Only 15 countries are in the SC. Most of them are non-permanent and change every year but there

are certain countries (known as “big five”) whose membership is granted and permanent. These

countries are: USA, UK, Russia, France and China. Apart from this, these countries also have the

unique “veto power” which gives them the right to veto any resolution from being adopted. In

MUNBP we are not including this veto power but it’s existence is key to understand the importance

of these countries.

2. Dictatorial and authoritarian regimes

A dictatorship is a form of government characterized by a single leader (dictator) or group of leaders

that hold government power promised to the people and little or no toleration for political pluralism

of independent media. It normally uses repression against its citizens and has raised through a militar

revolution. Dictatorships normally tend to violate basic human rights on their regimes. Their acts can

lead to major armed conflicts and global crisis.

When a country is run by a dictator it is very difficult for other countries or organizations to intervene

and control what is happening in the country. That is why the increase of dictatorships and

authoritarian regimes is very dangerous as it will lead to uncertainties and tensions globally. Dictators

have all the power throughout the country they are leading and, as a consequence, the decisions

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Form_of_government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dictator
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they make will have a very big influence on others. Authoritarian regimes can lead to mass

repression and extermination.

Throughout history, many dictators have made it to power and most of them have had such a

catastrophic impact among the population. An example that fully showcases the impact that this kind

of regime has is the government of Mao Zedong, which rose to power in 1949 after the Chinese Civil

War. During his reign the population lived under constant oppression and persecution, and those

who opposed the directives of the State either were killed or disappeared. Mao’s government is

responsible for the death of at least 45 million civilans, making it the biggest mass murder case in

history. But like Mao, there are other examples, it isn’t an isolated case. The existence of this kind of

regime allows for the destruction and oppression of the population and usually increases world

tensions, tensions that can lead to global conflicts.

The big problem nowadays with authoritarian regimes is that most of them are covered up and this

makes it difficult for external forces such as the UN to detect them. Nowadays there are many

countries which are ruled by an authoritarian regime but are covered up as democracies. Examples

of this may be Russia or Venezuela among others. Although both countries participate in elections

and defend that they have a democratic system, oppression and human rights violations are a day to

day thing. Also these elections are normally non valid as leaders suppress free press and free speech

or political freedom. In many cases, elections are manipulated so the same leader keeps its power.

As a delegate of the SC your objective is to prevent future dictatorships from emerging and finding

out new ways to tackle the issue.

The following map showcases the type of government of each country according to the Democracy

Index, an index which allows to measure how democratic a country is.



Committee: SC (Security Council)

Topic: “Preventing the rise of dictatorial/authoritarian regimes that suppose a threat to international security

and/or their own citizens.
Ensuring that crimes against humanity and war crimes are not committed during armed conflicts.”
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. War crimes and crimes against humanity

These types of crimes aren’t the normal kind of ones, like robbery or fraud, these kinds of crimes are

considered the worst of the worst and if committed the responsibles would be judged by the

international community. Both types are in fact similar, they both condemn ruthless and immoral

actions committed against people, but one type only focuses on war and the other on the masses.

But these terms are quite new compared to other crimes.

War crimes are committed during armed conflicts, these are the crimes that violate international

treaties, known as the laws of war, which need to be followed by all the combatants during a war.

These laws of war appear in treaties such as the Geneva Convention; but what kind of crimes are

they? War crimes englobe actions such as massacres and genocides, torturing and killing prisoners of

war, attacking the civilian population, … Clear examples of this kinds of crimes include events such

as the Rape of Nanjing of 1937 or the Nazi’s concentration camps. These are immoral actions that

showcase ruthlessly and don't help in any way in the war effort.

The main thing here is that war crimes have been committed by humans during wars since the

beginning of our times. In fact, chances are that most of the countries that have taken part in any

armed conflict have committed war crimes. We don’t have to go that far to find clear examples of

them: Afghanistan conflict, Syria, Vietnam… Nowadays the majority of them are committed by

extreme militia groups settled in the middle east and Africa. But this does not mean that we can do

nothing about it! In fact, it is our responsibility to tackle this situation as soon as possible. It is clear

that we desperately need to come out with a solution and the key to finding it is through cooperation

among the countries.

(Nanking massacre) (Napalm strike against Vietnam)

The other type of crimes that will be treated in the committee are crimes against humanity, these are

a set of crimes that are purposely committed against the civilian population, either in times of peace

or war. These are the worst crimes that can be committed and are a threat to entire populations.

These crimes include massacres, torture, genocide, and other atrocities. What differentiate these

kinds of crimes from war crimes is that this set of atrocities can be and are committed during
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peacetime. Authoritarian regimes usually committe this kind of crimes in order to maintain the grip

on power, crimes such as massacring a minority, torturing civilians, etc. Examples that clearly

showcase this kind of actions are the Holocaust, the Armenian genocide committed by Ottoman

Empire or the current day genocide being committed against Uyghurs (muslim turks) in mainland

China. Less obvious examples are the great famines caused by the communist regimes in the 20th

century, these include the Holodomor and the better well known Mao’s Great Leap Forward,

responsible for the death of at least 45 million civilians.

(Holocaust)                                              (Armenian Genocide, 1915 - 16)

Again, in order to avoid this kind of crime from happening again, leaders must get together and act

cooperatively. Atrocities such as the Holocaust may seem impossible from happening again but the

truth is that there is nothing that assures us that in case something similar happens, as a matter of

fact it could already be happening but we could not know yet, just like the public during World War

2, which didn’t find out until the Soviet Union finally started to push back the Germans. It is of the

utmost importance to find mechanisms to prevent, punish and discover (in case of these crimes

being done undercover) crimes against humanity being committed against the population.

4. Sources of information for further investigation

In order to prepare each country’s role on this year’s MUNBP SC, we will present you with some very

good information sources which can help you. Finding information about other countries in the

committee is just as important as finding information about your own country! Be aware that it can

help you find out who is and who is not your ally. It can also help you attack other countries and

defend from accusations. It is key to know that these are just some of the most relevant websites,

but there are plenty other great ones!

- VOX: “Vox” is a great divulgatory YouTube channel which has all kinds of current

international political affairs related to this topic. They post short videos that can help you

learn about the situation around the world in a very intuitive way. You’ll be able to find a lot
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of information regarding international law, history and country relationships.

- UN: The United Nations web is site were you can check if you are interested in knowing

about the UN; here you can find information about how a committee works and information

on international treaties, which in this committee is rather helpful as in order to understand

what a war crime and a crime against humanity is you need to check treaties such as the the

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. You can also find many pdf transcriptions

to each country’s past interventions and speeches.

- ICRC: The International Committee of the Red Cross is the organism in charge of

international safety, is the organism in charge of providing basic health to everyone. During

war time is the organism in charge of protecting the combatants/civilians harmed. In this

committee it is relevant as you can find information on the 1949 Geneva Convention.

- NTI: NTI stands for Nuclear Threat Initiative and it’s a nonprofit global security

organization focused on reducing nuclear and biological threats imperiling humanity. In this

website you’ll be able to find everything about each country’s weaponry. This will be very

helpful in order to attack other countries and understand their power.

- BBC: This is probably one of the best sources of information if you want to learn about

recent news. If you want to make the best out of MUNBP it is extremely important to know

what is happening around the world! Information is KEY. And now more than ever. That is

why you should be fully aware of your country's daily news and problems and the ones of

other countries that you may want to attack! You can use the BBC app on your phone, it’s

free!

- Security Council Report: In this website you will be able to find all sorts of information

reports of every country regarding the Security Council. You will find past treaties, sanctions,

position of a country in a subject… This is one of the best websites that you will find to gain

information!


