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Study guide

1 What is the COP26?

For nearly three decades, the United Nations has been bringing together almost every country on
earth in order to participate in these conferences called COPs. These initials stand for ‘Conference of
the Parties’. Every year, climate change issues are discussed in these conferences in order to search
for solutions and tackle this crisis. Climate change is deemed to be a global priority, not a fringe
issue, that’s why COPs take place.

In 2021, the 26th annual summit took place in Glasgow with the UK as President and it was called
COP26. During this conference, topics such as the increase of global temperature and the need for
adaptation were discussed.

In MUNBP, the delegates who participate in the UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change) will need to propose measures in order to accomplish some of the agreements
established in the COP26. Specifically, the two agreements that will be discussed are measures to
limit the increase of global temperature up to 1.5 degrees and to adapt countries to protect
communities and natural habitats.

2 Limit the increase of global temperature up to 1.5 degrees.

Climate change is a global emergency that goes beyond national borders. It is an issue that requires
international cooperation and coordinated solutions at all levels. That’s why COPs are done, to search
for solutions to tackle climate change.

One of the most important issues that need to be addressed is the constant increase in global
temperature. The world is getting warmer. Thermometer readings around the world have been
rising since the Industrial Revolution, and the main cause is human activity.

According to an ongoing temperature analysis conducted by scientists at NASA’s Goddard Institute
for Space Studies (GISS), the average global temperature on Earth has increased by a little more
than 1 degree since 1880. Two-thirds of the warming has occurred since 1975, at a rate of roughly
0.15-0.20°C per decade.

But why should we care about one degree of warming? After all, temperatures fluctuate by many
degrees every day where we live.

The temperatures we experience locally and in short periods can fluctuate significantly due to cyclical
events such as summer and winter or day and night. But the global temperature record represents an
average over the entire surface of the planet and it mainly depends on how much energy the planet
receives from the Sun and how much it radiates back into space. The amount of energy radiated by
the Earth depends mostly on the amount of heat-trapping greenhouse gases. A one-degree global
change is very significant because it takes a vast amount of heat to warm all the oceans, atmosphere,
and land by that much.
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The following graphic shows yearly temperature anomalies from 1880 to 2020 as recorded by NASA,
NOAA, the Berkeley Earth research group, the Met Office Hadley Centre and the Cowtan and Way
analysis. Though there are minor variations from year to year, all five records show peaks and valleys
coinciding with each other. In addition, all the records from the different organisations mentioned
before,  show rapid warming in the past few decades and the last decade as the warmest.

Other websites and organisations have also done records about the increase of global temperature
during the last decades. The following graphics and maps show this increase and also future
projected global temperatures.
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2.1. Paris Agreement and COP26

To tackle climate change and its negative impacts, world leaders at the UN Climate Change
Conference (COP21) in Paris reached a breakthrough on 12 December 2015: the historic Paris
Agreement.

This was the first-ever universal, legally binding global climate change. It entered into force on 4
November 2016. Today, 192 Parties (191 countries plus the European Union) have joined the Paris
Agreement.

The Agreement sets long-term goals to guide all nations in order to achieve their objective:

1. Substantially reduce global greenhouse gas emissions to limit the global temperature
increase in this century to 2 degrees Celsius while pursuing efforts to limit the increase even
further to 1.5 degrees.

2. Review countries’ commitments every five years.
3. Provide financing to developing countries to mitigate climate change, strengthen resilience

and enhance abilities to adapt to climate impacts.

The Agreement includes commitments from all countries to reduce their emissions and work
together to adapt to the impacts of climate change and calls on countries to strengthen their
commitments over time. The Agreement provides a pathway for developed nations to assist
developing nations in their climate mitigation and adaptation efforts while creating a framework for
the transparent monitoring and reporting of countries’ climate goals.

The Paris Agreement provides a durable framework guiding the global effort for decades to come. It
marks the beginning of a shift towards a net-zero emissions world. Implementation of the Agreement
is also essential for the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Although the Paris Agreement was created during the COP21, this agreement is still a very important
topic when discussing Global Warming. Every year, country leaders try to improve those measures
that every country has to follow in order to achieve our goals in the best way possible. That is why in
the COP26, five years later, the Paris Agreement has been discussed again. One of the main topics
was to find measures in order to limit the increase of temperature up to 1.5 degrees. The delegates
of MUNBP will try to find new efficient measures in order to provide this.

2.2. Measures that are being implemented

If all human emissions of heat-trapping gases were to stop today, Earth’s temperature would
continue to rise for a few decades as ocean currents bring excess heat stored in the deep ocean back
to the surface. Once this excess heat radiated out to space, Earth’s temperature would stabilize.
Experts think the additional warming from this “hidden” heat is unlikely to exceed 0.5°C. With no
further human influence, natural processes would begin to slowly remove the excess carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere, and global temperatures would gradually begin to decline.
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That’s why, although we cannot stop global warming overnight, or even over the next several
decades, we can slow the rate and limit the amount of global warming by reducing human emissions
of heat-trapping gases and soot. For this reason, countries nowadays are already thinking and
implementing some measures to reduce this increase.

- Transitioning to energy sources that do not emit greenhouse gases, such as solar, wind,
biofuels, and nuclear can slow the pace of climate change, though these energy sources face
hurdles ranging from manufacturing capacity to debates about where to install some
facilities.

- Recycling and reducing plastic. Every day, more and more enterprises are applying this in
their production or in their way of thinking. This has not only been an action taken by
companies, yet lots of people also introduce these actions in their personal and daily life.
This is very positive, but we still have a lot to improve.

- Over $4 billion in new public sector investment was pledged for agricultural innovation,
including climate-resilient crops and regenerative solutions to improve soil health. This
would help make such techniques affordable for hundreds of millions of farmers.

- End and reverse deforestation by 2030. A pledge has been signed in order to protect the
“lungs of our planet” which provide us with 50% of the world’s oxygen. The pledge includes
almost $19.2 billion dollars of public and private funds and it has been signed by 124
countries including Canada, Indonesia, China, Brazil, the United States and many more.

- Governments of 50 countries have committed to adapting health systems to
“climate-resilient” models.

3 Adapt countries in order to protect communities and natural habitats

Although we try to reduce as much pollution as we can, the climate is already changing and it will
continue to change. The consequences of these changes in our planet will be devastating so our goal
is to  work together to enable and encourage countries affected by climate change to do two things:

First of all, to protect and restore ecosystems. The natural ecosystems that live on earth are very
important in order to preserve them and protecting them could be one of the greatest solutions in
order to achieve our goals against climate change. Ecosystems should be our allies and that is why we
have to protect them and restore the ones who have been damaged.

For example, the role of forests is very important when it comes to adaptation to climate change. On
the one hand, forests can help to reduce climate change by absorbing carbon, while on the other
they can contribute to climate change if they are degraded or destroyed. In turn, climatic changes
may lead to forest degradation or loss – which increases climate change further. That is the reason
why we have to stop deforestation and create more protected areas in order to turn our planet into a
green place.

Also, we have oceans and seas to protect. We live on a blue planet, with oceans and seas covering
more than 70 per cent of the Earth’s surface. Oceans feed us, regulate our climate, and generate
most of the oxygen we breathe. But despite their importance, oceans are facing unprecedented
threats as a result of human activity. Every year, an estimated 8 million tonnes of plastic waste end
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up in the world’s oceans. At the same time, climate change is damaging coral reefs and other key
ecosystems; overfishing is threatening the stability of fish stocks; nutrient pollution is contributing to
the creation of dead zones, and nearly 80 per cent of the world’s wastewater is discharged without
treatment.

In the second place, all countries should produce an ‘Adaptation Communication’, which is a
summary of what they are doing and planning to do to adapt to the impacts of the changing climate,
challenges they face and where they need help. These plans will help us learn together and share
best practices between countries. All these actions that countries are doing or are planning to do in
order to adapt to Climate Change are things such as building defences, warning systems and resilient
infrastructure and agriculture to avoid loss of homes, livelihoods and even lives.

Finally, another important point that specially developed countries should keep in mind is supporting
those most vulnerable to climate change. We know that the most vulnerable are at the greatest risk
from climate change and that they have done the least to cause it. Action to address this and build
resilience is needed now before more people lose their lives and livelihoods. The international
community must unite and support people who are most vulnerable to the impacts of the changing
climate.

3 Allies and enemies of the countries

The following table can help you to know what countries have the same point of view. This will help
you a lot during the debates as you will know which countries you have to support and which ones
you don’t.

Party Groupings in UNFCCC Countries

African Group of Negotiators The Democratic Republic of the Congo
Federal Republic of Nigeria
Republic of South Africa

Environmental Integrity Group United Mexican State
Swiss Confederation

European Union Republic of France
Republic of Germany
Hellenic Republic (Greece)
Italian Republic

Umbrella Group Commonwealth of Australia
Canada
State of Israel
Japan
Russian Federation
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United States of America

The BASIC Group Federative Republic of Brazil
Republic of South Africa
People's Republic of China
Republic of India

Website: https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/parties-non-party-stakeholders/parties/party-groupings

Not only is important to know the allies of each country but also the enemies. In MUNBP, we
recommend each delegate of each country to search for their allies and enemies. However, the table
above will help you research.

Helpful websites

‹‹UNFCCC›› United Nations Fr. Convention on Climate Change. < https://unfccc.int/es >

‹‹Climate Actions›› United Nations. < https://www.un.org/en/climatechange >

‹‹COP26›› UN Climate Change Conference UK 2021. < https://ukcop26.org/ >

‹‹Negotiations in COP26›› UK COP26.
<https://ukcop26.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/COP26-Negotiations-Explained.pdf >

‹‹The role of forest protected areas›› FAO. <https://www.fao.org/3/i0670e/i0670e13.htm >

‹‹Why do oceans and seas matter?›› UNEP.
<https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/oceans-seas/why-do-oceans-and-seas-matter >
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